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Nu ms. DXXVIII. 


The SPECTATOR. 





Dum potut Solitaygemitum virtute reprefit. Ovid. 





Wednefday, November 5. 1712. 





Mr, Srectaror, 

6 Who now write to you am a Woman load- 
* ed with Injuries ; and the Aggravation of 

* my Misfortune is, that they are fuch which 

* are overlooked by the Generality of Man- 

kind, and tho’ the moit affliGting imaginable, 
* not regarded as fuch inthe general Senfe of’ the 
“World. I have hid my Vexation from all Man- 
* kind ; but have now taken Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
* and am refolved to unbofome my felf to you, and 
* lay before you what grieves me and all the Séx. 
* You have very often mentioned particular Hard- 
‘ fhips done to this or that Lady ; but, methinks, 
* you have not in any one Speculation direétly 
* pointed at the partial Freedom Men take, the 
‘ unreafonable Confinement Women are obliged 
* to, in the only Circumftance in which we are 
* neceffarily to have a Commerce with them, that 
* of Love. The Cafe of Celibacy is the great E- 
* vil of our Nation ; and the Indulgence of the 
* vitious Condu& of Men in that State, with the 
* Ridicule to which Women are expofed, tho’ ne- 
‘ ver fo virtuous, if long unmarried, is the Root of 
* the greateft Irregularities of this Nation. Te fhew 
* you, Sir, that tho’ you never have given us the 
* Catalogue of a Lady’s Library as you promifed,we 
* read good Books of our own chufing, I fhall infert 
‘on this Occafion a Paragraph or two out of £- 
* chard’s Roman Hiftory. Inthe 44th Page of the 
* fecond Volume the Author obferves, ‘That Au- 
‘ gute, upon his Return to Rome at the End of a 
‘ War, received Complaints that too great a Num- 
‘ ber of the young Men of Quality were unmarri- 
‘ed. The Emperor thereupon affembled the 
‘ whole Equeftrian Order ; and having feparated 
‘ the Married from the Single, did pn Po Ho. 


© nours to the former ; but he told the latter, that 

‘ isto fay, Mr. Srecraror, he told the Batchelors, 

“ That their Lives and Actions had been fo peculi- 

«ar, that he knew not by what Name to call ’em; 

“ not by that of Men, for they perform’d nothing 

“ that was manly ; not by that of Citizens,. for the 
(Price Two-pence.) 


“ City might perifh notwithftanding their Care 3 
« nor by that of Romans, tor they defign’d to cx- 
“ tirpate the Roman Name. ” Then proceeding to 
‘ fhew his tender Care and hearty Affection for his 
¢ People, he further told’em, ** That their Courte 
“ of Life was of fuch pernicious Confequence to 
“ the Glory and Grandeur of the Roman Nation, 
*. that he cou’d not chufe but tell’em, that all o- 
“ther Crimes put together cou’d not equalize 
“ theirs: For they were guilty of Marder, in not 
* fuffering thofe to be born which fhou’d proceed 
“ from them ; of Impiety, in caufing the Names 
“ and Honours of their Anceftors to ceafe ; and of 
*¢ Sacrilege, in deftroying their Kind, which pro- 
* ceed from the immortal Gods, and human Na- 
“ ture, the principal Thing confecrated to "em: 
“ Therefore in this Refpect they diffolv’d the Go- 


“ vernment, in difobeying its Laws; betray’d their: 


“ Country, by making it barren and wafte ; nay, 
“ and demolifh’d their City, in depriving it of In- 
“© habitants. And he was fenfible t at all thie pro- 
* ceeded not from any kind of Virtue or Abfti- 
“‘ nence, but from a Lesfmel and Wantonnefs, 
“ which ought never to be encourag’d in any Civil 
“ Government. ” There are no Particulars dwelt 
‘ _ that let us into the’ Condutt of thefe young 
* Worthies, whom this great Emperor treated with 
¢ fo much Juftice and Indignation ; but any one who 
¢ obferves what paffes in this Town, may very well 
‘ frame to himfelf a Notion of their Riots and 
* Debaucheries all Night, and their apparent Pre- 
« parations for them all Day. It is not to be doubt- 
‘ed but thefe Romans never paffed any of their 
¢ Time innocently but when Be were-alicep, and 
‘never flept but when they were weary and 
‘ heavy with Exceffes, and flept only to prepare 
‘ themfelves for the Repetition of them. If you 
‘ did your Duty as a Srecraronr, you would care- 
* fully examine into the Number of Births, Marr:- 
‘ ages, and Burials; and when you had deducted 
‘ out of your Deaths all fuch as went out of the 
© World without marrying, then cait uv the Num- 
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ber of both Sexes born’ within fuch a Term of 
Years laft paft, you might from the fingle People 
departed make fome uteful Inferences or Gueffes 
how many there are left unmarried, and raile 
fome ufeful Seheme for the Amendment of the 
Age in that Particular. I have not Patience to 
proceed gravely on this abominable Libertinifm:; 
tor I cannot but refect, as I am writing to you, 
upon a certain lafcivious Manner which all our 
young Gentlemen ufe in Publick, and examine 
our Eyes with a Petulancy in their own, which 1s 
a downrighs Affront to Modefty. A difdainful 
Look on fuch an Occafion is returned with a 
Countenance rebuked, but by averting their Eyes 
from the Woman of Honour and Decency to fome 
flippant Creature, who will, as the Phrafe is, be 
kinder. I muft fet down things as they come“n- 
to my Head, without {tanding upon Order. Ten 
thoufand to one but the gay Gentleman who 
ftared at the fame Time is an Houle-keeper ; for 

ou muft know they have got intoa Humour of 
fe of being very regular in their Sins, and a 
young Fellow fhali keep his four Maids and three 
Footmen with the greateft Gravity imaginable. 
There are no lefs than fix of thefe venerable 
Houfe-kcepers of my Acquamtance. This Hu- 
mour among young Men of Condition is imstated 
by all the World below them, and a general Dif- 


{olution of Manners arifes from the one Source of 


Libertinifm without Shame or Reprehenfion in | 


the Male Youth. It is from this one Fountain 
that fo many beautiful helplefs young Women 
are facrificed, and given up to Lewdnefs, Shame, 
Poverty, and Difeafe: It is to this alfo that fu 
many excellent young Women, who might be 
Patterns of conjugal Affe&tion and Parents of a 
worthy Race, pine under unhappy Paffions for 
fuch as have not Attention enough to obferve, or 
Virtue enough to prefer them to their common 
Wenches. Now, Mr. Srecraror, I muft be 
free to own to you, that I my felf fuffer a tafte- 
lefs infipid Being, from a Confideration I have for 
a Man who would not, as he has faid in my Hear- 
ing, refign his Liberty, as hecalls it, forall the 
Beauty and Wealth the whole Sex is poffeffed of. 
Such Calamities as thefe would not happen, if it 
could poffibly be brought about, that by fineing 
Batchelors as Papitt's Convi&t, orthe like, they 
were diftinguifhed to their Difadvantage from 
the reft of the World, who fall in with the Mea- 
fures of civil Society. Left you fhould think 1 
{peak. this as being, according to the fenfelefs 
rude Phrafe, a malicious old Maid, I fhall ac- 
quaint you 1 am a Woman of Condition not now 
three and twenty, and have had Propofals from 
at leaft ten different Men, and the greater Num- 
ber of them have upon the Upfhot refafed me. 
Something or other 1s always amifs when the Lo- 
ver tzkes to fome new: Wench: A Settlement is 
eafily excepted againft; and there is very litrle 
Recourle to avoid. the vitious Part of our Youth, 
but throw:ng ones felf away upon fome lifelets 
Bloskhead, wha tho’ he is: without*Vice, is alfo 
without, Virtue. Now-a-days we mu't be con- 
tented if we can get Creatures which are not bad, 
good ate not to be expected. Mr. Sprcraror, 
1 iat near you the other Day, and think I did not 
diipleafe .your Spetatorial Fye-fiaht; which I 
fhall be a better Judge of when I fee whether 
you take Notice of thefe Evils your own way, 


= woe 


© or print this Memorial diGtated from the difdainfyl 


* heavy Heart of, 


Sik, .- 
Your moft obedient 
‘i Humble Servant, ~ ; 
Rachael Welladay. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

Wherews there hath been lately publifoed a certain le 
gendary Story of an unkgown Theodofius concerning 
the Priefthooa of .Chrijt,*.tranflated out of Suidas, 
under the Title ofA very ancient, authentick, and 
remarkable Teftimony concerning our bleffed Lord 
and SaviourJefusChrift; which the Tranflator hath 
taben the Liberty a uly to dedicate to me, but to ufer 
nay Name in tle Title Page, thereby giving Occafton 19 
thnk I countenance the Authority of that Teftimony : 
Now the/e are to certify, That the Perfon who publife:d 


that Pamphlet % altogether a Stranger te me; and thas [ 


was no ways acquainsed with hr Defign till I faw it in 
Priat ; for though the Paffage produced may appear re- 
markable yet Tcanyot think the Teftimony either anci- 
ent or authowsick, so 
Nov. 4.1712. 3 Rob. Nelfoa. 
by Her Majefty’s Company: cf Comedians, 
T the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, 
th’s pref-nt Wednefday, being the sth of N svcrober, will be 


peetcuted a Play call’d, The Tempeit, or, The inchanted Ifland , 


As it wasaler’d From Shek. fpear by Sir will d’Avenant, and the 
lete"M«. Dryden, Poets Law cacs Wich new Scenes, Machines, 2rd 
all the original Decorations prop. tothe Play, Aud to Morrow {at 
rie Defire of feverai Ladics of Qualicy) will be prefonted, The 
Siratarem. Ye ee: 

At the Star and Two Rolls of Silk in St. Mar- 
tins-k-Gran’, the Arf Silk Shop on the Rigti-dand ‘going down, 
St Martin tom Newpate-fticet, is told all Sorts of che beft Black? 
Silks For Hovds and Scarves, rich black Peduiways for Gowns and 
Petticoats, and Mantuas, both black ard coloued,; lkew:fe white 
Sarfenga ard Perfions for Hoods, colour'd Perfions for Liniogs, black 
Velvets, Gawfis, Furlelow'd Scarves and Arvona ieady made 
great Peonyworths. Nore, The fhop isa new Shon jah open'd. 

This Day is publifhed the fecond Edition of, 

A Poem to his Excellency the Lord Privy-Seal, 
on the Profpedto* PRACE. By Mr. Tickell. Printed for J Tonfon 
at Shakefpear’s Head, over-again&t Catherine freetin the Strand. * 

This Day is Publifhed, 


The Faithful General; a Tragedy. Pricer s. 6d. . 


The Works of Mr. Nath. Lee, coll Ged ints 2°Vol. Price 14.8. Tre 
Works of Mr. William Wicherly, colledted into one Vol. Price 6s: 
The Lovers Secietary, or, The Adventures of Eindamiva, @ Lady of 
Quality » Writ with her own Mandto her Briend inthe Country, in 
24 Letters, being sn Account of her Intreagues ani Amours trom 
Fifteen Years to Zifty. Price 28. 6d. Cocker’s Dec mal Arithmetick, 


the qth Edition, Price 38 6d. Familisr Letrcrs, writ by Joan, - 
Ite Eirl of Rochefier. Price ¢ 8. Incognita, or, Love and Duty see | 


concil’?, a Navel, by Mr. Congreve. ¢Prico 18. 6d. Printed for, 
R. Wellangton at the Dolphin and Crown ia St. Paui’s Church-yard 
where are told ati Sorte at Plays. 


An Effay on the Poets, dedicated to his Graco 


the Duke of & ckinghim. Printed tor D. b-own without Temples : 


Bar, and A. Baldwin atthe Oxford-Arms in Warwick Jan:. Price 
ad. where may te had Mr. Morric’s Mifceilanics or Am finents 
in Verfe and Piaf, Price 1s. : 


This is to give Notice, That the Royal Chymis 


alc Wefa-Brlisstorthe ands and ace, are removed trom Mr. Lame 


bert’s the Glovers, to yrevenc the Fublick’s bring impafed on byes 


Counterfeits, and ae now fo'd on'y at Mr. Alicreft’s Toyfiop atthe 
Rlue-Coat-Boy again the Royal Bxchange in Cornhill, and.gt Mrs. 
Gilcs’s, Millcnet, m xt Hercules Pllits atley hy the Temple. “They: 


have ukore rhuje ys dears been dargely experienc’d and highty com. > - 


mended by atl that ufe chem, and that tor making the Skin fo 


delicately (oft-arek firooth, as not to'be peraliel’d by either Wathy: 
Powder, Cofmetick, &c. they being indced real Beautifiers of the 


Skgn, by taking off all Deformities, as Tetters, Ring-worms, More 
phew, Sun-bum, Scurf, Pimples, Pits or gedneis of the Small- 
pox,and keeping it of a lafting and extreem Whitenefs, They fon 
alter red or rough Hands, and areadmiredle in Shaving the Head, 
for they not only give a more exquifite fharpnefs to the Razor, but 
fo comfort the Brain and Nerves,as to prevent catching Cold. They 
are of a grateful and pleafant Scent, without the leaft Grain » Mer- 
cury ; and are fild only by Mr. Alicroft, and Airs Giler, ax above, 
aod 1s. each. acd no where I in Londen by Retale, theretore 
veware of Counterfeits, which are not on/y incfFe@ael but may 2ifo 
prove dangerous. 





LONDON: Printed for S$. Buckley and 7. Tonfov, 


A. Ballwin in Warwicke Lane. 
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